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Why Should You Care About Academic Integrity? 

• Cheating and plagiarism rob you of the opportunity to 

learn 

• Academic dishonesty tarnishes Rutgers’ reputation 

• Cheating devalues a Rutgers degree 

• Cheating undermines the efforts of honest students 

• Academic dishonesty represents the destruction of the 

fundamental principles of higher education 

• The negative consequences of academic dishonesty can 

follow you throughout your life. 
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Why Do Students Violate Academic Integrity? 

• Poor time management 

• Misunderstanding about what constitutes 

plagiarism 

• Unfamiliarity with the use of correct citation 

• Misunderstanding of the assignment 

• Personal issues or emergencies 

• Pressure from friends for assistance 

• Pressure to succeed in a competitive academic 

environment 
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Types of Violations 

Level One  Violations that may occur due to ignorance or inexperience 

and involve only a small fraction of  the overall coursework. 

 

Level Two  Violations that are more serious and usually involve a larger 

portion of the coursework . 

Level Three  Violations that involve major or essential parts of the 

coursework. 

Level Four  The most serious academic violations, such as plagiarism in 

a graduate thesis or theft of an exam. 
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Types of Violations 

Level One  Violations that may occur due to ignorance or inexperience 

and involve only a small fraction of  the overall coursework. 

1. Working with another student on a lab report or assignment. 

2. Failure to cite sources in a very limited portion of an assignment. 
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Types of Violations 

Level Two  Violations that are more serious and usually involve a larger 

portion of the coursework . 

1. Quoting or paraphrasing to a moderate extent without proper citation or 

footnote. 

2. Submitting the same work or portions of the same work for different classes 

or different assignments. 

3. Using data in a lab report without acknowledgement of the source. 

4. Receiving assistance with research without proper acknowledgement. 
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Types of Violations 

Level Three  Violations that involve major or essential parts of the 

coursework. 

1. Copying, facilitating copying, or using prohibited materials during tests or 

exams. 

2. Plagiarizing major portions of a written assignment or using a purchased 

paper. 

3. Acquiring or distributing an exam from an unauthorized source prior to the 

exam. 

4. Fabricating data or inventing sources. 

5. Removing posted or reserved materials or denying access to others. 
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Types of Violations 

Level Four  The most serious academic violations, such as plagiarism in 

a graduate thesis or theft of an exam. 

1. Having a substitute take an exam or taking an exam for another. 

2. Acts similar to criminal activity such as forging a grade form or stealing an 

exam. 

3. Sabotaging another student’s work. 

4. Fabrication, falsification or plagiarism in a senior thesis. 
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The Disciplinary Process 

In September 2008, a new Academic Integrity 
Policy was implemented. 

 

• Under the new policy, instructors have the 
authority to adjudicate Level 1 and 2 offenses 
involving undergraduate students. Offenses 
involving graduate students and Level 3 and 4 
offenses are adjudicated as before. 
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The Disciplinary Process 

• If an instructor suspects that a student has 

committed a Level 1 or 2 violation, he or she will 

inform the student in writing of the allegations. 

• The student will have an opportunity to meet 

with the instructor to discuss the complaint and 

to present evidence and witnesses in his or her 

defense. 

• The student has the right to continue to attend 

classes and submit assignments as usual, until 

the matter is resolved. 
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The Disciplinary Process 

• If the instructor finds that there has been no 
academic integrity violation, the matter is closed. 

• If the instructor finds the student responsible for 
the violation, he or she will recommend an 
academic sanction. 

• If the student disagrees with the decision, he or 
she has the right to appeal the finding and/or the 
sanction to the Academic Integrity Review 
Committee. 
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The Disciplinary Process 

• If an instructor suspects that a student has 

committed a Level 3 or 4 violation, he or she will 

refer the matter to the Office of Student Conduct. 
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Potential Sanctions 

 

 

 

• Warning (Level 1) 

• Academic Integrity Workshop or Assignment (All Levels) 

• Make-Up Assignment or Failure on the Assignment 

(Levels 1 & 2) 

• Community Service (All Levels) 

• Failure in the Course (Levels 2, 3, 4) 

• Term Suspension (Level 3) 

• Permanent Expulsion (Level 4) 
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Statistics 

Each year, students are suspended or expelled 

from Rutgers for violations of academic integrity. 

 

 Year Students 

Suspended 

Students 

Expelled 

2005-06 44 4 

2006-07 29 3 

2007-08 33 2 

2008-09 23 1 

2009-10 28 6 
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Student Bill of Rights 
All students accused of non-separable violations of academic integrity have the following rights within the process: 

 

1) To be notified of the allegation in writing within ten (10) working days of the faculty member or Academic Integrity Facilitator (AIF) 

identifying a potential violation. 

 

2) To request to review all available evidence regarding the allegation, including any statements from material witnesses. 

 

3) To consult with a campus advisor and/or an attorney regarding the allegation.  However, no campus advisors or attorneys will be 

permitted in any meetings between the student and the faculty member or AIF for non-separable violations. 

 

4) To be notified of the outcome of the investigation in writing within a reasonable time period. 

 

5) To appeal the finding and sanction to the Academic Integrity Review Committee (AIRC) within ten (10) working days of receiving 

notice of the outcome of the investigation. 

 

6) To receive the staff investigator’s preliminary report on the appeal investigation within fifteen (15) working days of receipt of the 

appeal. 

 

7) To provide a written response to the staff investigator’s preliminary report within five (5) working days of its receipt. This response will 

be provided to the AIRC. 

 

8) To have the AIRC meet to consider the appeal within ten (10) working days of receipt of the staff investigator’s final report. If the 

AIRC needs more information to reach a decision they can defer the appeal process for up to ten (10) additional working days. 

 

9) To be notified of the outcome of the appeal in writing within five (5) working days of the AIRC’s decision.   

 

10) To file a complaint with the Chief Academic Officer or Campus Academic Integrity Designee on his or her campus if the faculty 

member, AIF or AIRC fail to meet the deadlines outlined within the policy. 
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Your Future… 

In addition to disciplinary sanctions, violations of 

academic integrity can have an effect on your: 

• Graduation or degree status 

• Graduate school admission 

• Career opportunities 

• Scholarships 

• Sports eligibility 
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Avoiding Violations of Academic Integrity 

• PRACTICE TIME MANAGEMENT! 

Procrastination leads to last-minute desperation. 

• Understand the assignment completely. 

• Understand your instructor’s expectations 

regarding citation; what format should you use? 

(MLA, APA?) Does your instructor have different 

citation requirements for different types of 

assignment? (homework vs. research paper vs. 

take-home exam) 
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Avoiding Violations of Academic Integrity 

• Understand the major citation formats and how 

to cite various types of sources (books, articles, 

websites)  

• Understand how to cite direct quotes and 

paraphrased material 

• When in doubt, CITE! It can’t hurt! 

• Request an extension if a personal issue or 

genuine emergency arises 
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Avoiding Violations of Academic Integrity 

• Ask your instructor to review a rough draft of 

your work and check it for correct citation 

• Keep all academic assignments to yourself – 

NEVER share answers or papers! 

• In the worst case scenario, turn in whatever you 

have, as opposed to cheating 
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Resources 

Take advantage of the many resources available 

at Rutgers: 

• Your instructor’s office hours 

• Supplemental instructors 

• Rutgers Academic Integrity Website 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu 

• Office of Student Conduct 

http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu 

• The Writing Program  

http://wp.rutgers.edu 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/
http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/
http://wp.rutgers.edu/


Academic Integrity  
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